Duties and Powers of the Fire Chief
General Statutes and Building Code
Article 79.
Investigation of Fires and Inspection of Premises.
§ 58‐79‐1. Fires investigated; reports; records.
The Attorney General, through the State Bureau of Investigation, and the chief of the fire
department, or chief of police where there is no chief of the fire department, in municipalities
and towns, and the county fire marshal and the sheriff of the county and the chief of the rural
fire department where such fire occurs outside of a municipality, are hereby authorized to
investigate the cause, origin, and circumstances of every fire occurring in such municipalities or
counties in which property has been destroyed or damaged, and shall specially make
investigation whether the fire was the result of carelessness or design. A preliminary
investigation shall be made by the chief of fire department or chief of police, where there is no
chief of fire department in municipalities, and by the county fire marshal and the sheriff of the
county or the chief of the rural fire department where such fire occurs outside of a
municipality, and must be begun within three days, exclusive of Sunday, of the occurrence of
the fire, and the Attorney General, through the State Bureau of Investigation, shall have the
right to supervise and direct the investigation when he deems it expedient or necessary.
The officer making the investigation of fires shall forthwith notify the Attorney General, and
must within one week of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the Attorney General a written
statement of all facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and ownership
of the property destroyed, and such other information as is called for by the forms provided by
the Attorney General. Departments capable of submitting the required information by the
utilization of computers and related equipment, by means of an approved format of standard
punch cards, magnetic tapes or an approved telecommunications system, may do so in lieu of
the submission of the written statement as provided for in this section. The Attorney General
shall keep in his office a record of all reports submitted pursuant to this section. These reports
shall at all times be open to public inspection. (1899, c. 58; 1901, c. 387; 1903, c. 719; Rev., s.
4818; C.S., s. 6074; 1943, c. 170; 1969, c. 894; 1977, c. 596, s. 1.)

§ 160A‐292. Duties of fire chief.
Where not otherwise prescribed, the duties of the fire chief shall be to preserve and care
for fire apparatus, have charge of fighting and extinguishing fires and training the fire
department, seek out and have corrected all places and conditions dangerous to the safety of
the city and its citizens from fire, and make annual reports to the council concerning these
duties. If these duties include State Building Code enforcement, they shall follow the provisions
as defined in G.S. 143‐151.13. (1969, c. 1065, s. 3; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1989, c. 681, s. 13.)
NC Fire Prevention Codes Provides the following;
NC Fire Prevention Code
104.11 Authority at fires and other emergencies. The fire
chief or officer of the fire department in charge at the scene of a
fire or other emergency involving the protection of life or property
or any part thereof, shall have the authority to direct such
operation as necessary to extinguish or control any fire, perform
any rescue operation, investigate the existence of suspected
or reported fires, gas leaks or other hazardous
conditions or situations, or take any other action necessary in
the reasonable performance of duty. In the exercise of such
power, the fire chief is authorized to prohibit any person, vehicle'
vessel or thing from approaching the scene and is authorized
to remove, or cause to be removed or kept away from the
scene, any vehicle, vessel or thing which could impede or interfere
with the operations of the fire department and, in the judgment
of the fire chief, any person not actually and usefully
employed in the extinguishing of such fire or in the preservation
of property in the vicinity thereof.
104.11.1 Barricades. The fire chief or officer of the fire
department in charge at the scene of an emergency is authorized
to place ropes, guards, barricades or other obstructions
across any street, alley, place or private property in the vicinity
of such operation so as to prevent accidents or interference
with the lawful efforts of the fire department to manage
and control the situation and to handle fire apparatus.
104.11.2 Obstructing operations. No person shall obstruct
the operations of the fire department in connection with
extinguishment or control of any fire, or actions relative to
other emergencies, or disobey any lawful command of the
fire chief or officer of the fire department in charge of the
emergency, or any part thereof, or any lawful order of a
police officer assisting the fire department.

