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Legislative Changes for Bail Bond Licensees

As the end of the year quickly approaches and 2010 is just around the corner, it seems timely to
review all the recent legislative changes passed by the General Assembly that impact bail bond

licensees. I'm grateful to the N.C. Bail Agents Association and bail bond agents around the state
for your helpful input this legislative session. There are quite a few changes this session, so the

Department’s Agent Services Division has been busy implementing all the necessary updates to
forms, policies, and procedures for bail bond applicants and licensees.

Bail Bond Qualifications

Effective Aug. 28, 2009, Senate Bill 458 (Session Law 2009-536) added an additional
qualification for bail bondsman and runner licensing eligibility requirements under N.C.G.S. 58-
71-50(b) (1a). Applicants must have obtained a high school diploma or equivalent. Further, this
bill added additional grounds under N.C.G.S. 58-71-80 for which a bail bond license will be
revoked, denied or refused to be renewed — this affects current licensees with misdemeanor
drug violations on or after Oct. 1, 2009 and new applicants with misdemeanor drug violations 24
months prior to the application date.

Criminal History Background Check

N.C.G.S. 58-71-51(a) authorizes the Department of Justice to provide a criminal history record
to the Department of Insurance for bail bondsman or runner licensees. The State Bureau of
Investigation and Federal Bureau of Investigation will search for criminal history records based
on licensee's fingerprints. The Department of Justice may charge each new or renewal applicant
a fee for conducting the checks of criminal history records. All of the criminal background check
information obtained pursuant to North Carolina G.S. 58-71-51(a) is confidential and will not be
considered public record.

Initial and Renewal Applications

The Agent Services Division has updated both the initial and renewal bail bond license
applications. For initial license applications, evidence of having obtained a high school diploma
or equivalent is now required; also, a “Name Affidavit” section has been added for the applicant
to provide all the names by which they have been known for use in criminal history record
checks.

From now on, renewal applications will be required in even-numbered years for a bail bondsman
or runners. Renewal applications in even-numbered years are must be submitted to the
Department at least 30 days before June 30. The renewal application must include:

the appropriate renewal fee

the required license eligibility documentation

the criminal history records check fee charged by the Department of Justice
a complete set of electronic fingerprints.



Since bail bond licenses expire on July 1 each year, the first even-numbered year renewal
applications, along with all required documentation and fees, will be due by May 15, 2010. This
is a big change to the previous renewal process, and the Agent Services Division will be
communicating to licensees well in advance with all the information necessary to ensure a
smooth renewal process in 2010.

Electronic Processing

The Department is committed to utilizing technology whenever possible to streamline and
improve the efficiency of the licensing processes. In the past few years, the Department has
introduced many online services for bail bond licensees: the ability to view license status, check
surety company appointments, and update license address information electronically. In 2008,
the Department began accepting the electronic submission of fingerprints required with the initial
license application.

Effective Oct.1, 2009, House Bill 1159 (Session Law 2009-383) provides that the Department
may adopt rules that require an applicant for a license or a licensee to file documents
electronically. The bill also provides that the Department or Commissioner's designee may
charge an administrative fee for electronic filing that is limited to the actual cost of the electronic
transaction. You will be hearing more from Agent Services Division in 2010 about the new
electronic filing requirements.

E-Mail Address Requirement

Effective Jan. 1, 2010, House Bill 1166 (Session Law 2009-566) will require a valid e-mail
address from all licensees, including bail bond agents. Just like with other contact information,
every licensee is required to provide written notification to the Department within 10 business
days of any change of the licensee's residential or e-mail address. If you fail to provide the
proper notification of changes, you may be assessed a $50 administrative fee. | encourage you
to update your e-mail address now via one of the electronic options provided on the
Department’s Web site under Online Services for Licensees,

www.ncdoi.com/asd/asd home.asp#AdditionalOnlineServices.

While these legislative changes may seem overwhelming, the Agent Services Division has
posted additional information at www.ncdoi.com under Hot Topics and Frequently Asked
Questions. For additional questions, the Agent Services Division may be reached at (919) 807-
6800.

| enjoyed meeting many of you at the NCBAA 2009 State Convention and on behalf of the
Department, | wish each and every one of you a safe and prosperous 2010!


http://www.ncdoi.com/�
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